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STAND DOWN

A united fire service – 
labor and management 
– is asking California fire-
fighters and their families 
to take some time this 
September 30th to honor 
those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice.

In a joint letter to all 
f ire departments and 
local union presidents, 
CPF President Lou Paul-
son and California Fire 
Chiefs Assn. President 
Michael DuRee have called 
for a California Firefight-
ers Memorial Safety Stand 
Down to coincide with the 
Memorial Ceremony Sep-
tember 30th.

“The Memorial Cere-
mony embodies the spirit 
of duty, honor and sacrifice 
at the heart of our profes-
sion,” said Paulson. “It also 
provides us an opportunity 
to reflect on the hazards 
that we face on the job 
every day.”

Firefighters are encour-
aged to at tend t he 
ceremony in person as part 
of the “uniformed proces-
sion”. If you’re not able 
to attend in person, the 
leaders urge all fire sta-
tions to “stand down” from 
11:30am to 1:00pm on the 
30th  to view the ceremony 
via online video stream.

STAND DOWN TO REMEMBER
California fire 
service unites 
for California 
Firefighters 
Memorial Safety 
Stand Down

Details on the ceremony and 
video streaming can be found 
at cafirefoundation.org/
memorial. 

August 2017

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

As firefighters, we are part of a larger family united in service. When one firefighter falls in the line of duty, all firefighters mourn the loss.  

The California Firefighters Memorial in Sacramento is the embodiment of this spirit of duty, honor and sacrifice. Each year, our profession 
gathers in a tribute to our fallen brothers and sisters at the annual California Firefighters Memorial Ceremony. The ceremony 
epitomizes our sacred responsibility to remember our fallen and give comfort to those they leave behind.

The 2017 Memorial Ceremony will be held on Saturday, September 30, 2017, from 11:30am to 1:00pm at the California 
Firefighters Memorial in Sacramento. Thirty-one (31) names will be added to those of more than 1,300 firefighters who have fallen 
in the line of duty since California became a state.  Preceding the ceremony – on Friday, September 29th – the 15th anniversary of 
the California Firefighters Memorial will be marked with a special tribute at the Memorial site in Capitol Park.

We stand together in the belief that every California firefighter should have the opportunity to be a part of this solemn and meaningful 
ceremony. That is why we are again asking the California fire service to participate in the Firefighters Memorial Safety Stand Down 
held in conjunction with this year’s ceremony. Firefighters can take part in one of two ways.

• Attend the California Firefighters Memorial: All fire departments and local firefighter unions are asked to mobilize available  
off-duty personnel to attend the Memorial Ceremony and participate in the Uniformed Firefighters Procession. Class A dress 
uniforms are requested to participate, and equipment will be staged along the procession route. If possible, firefighters are also 
encouraged to come the evening before and participate in the 15th Anniversary tribute. Full information on the ceremony can be 
found at cafirefoundation.org/memorial.   

• View the ceremony via live stream. In conjunction with the California Office of Emergency Services, all firefighters unable to 
attend in person are urged to “stand down” on September 30th from 11:30am to 1:00pm to view the Memorial via live web 
cast. The ceremony will be made available through Cal-OES and the California Fire Foundation, ensuring that those on duty and 
on the fire lines can honor our fallen. Webcast details and further information on the Safety Stand Down will be available soon 
via email and at cafirefoundation.org/memorial. 

The California Firefighters Memorial Ceremony has been a touchstone for our profession for more than a decade. We believe every 
California firefighter should have the opportunity to be a part of this annual tribute – in person, if possible or online when duty calls. 

Please join us in helping to make this tribute worthy of those we honor, and memorable for the families that have given so much. 

Fraternally,

Lou Paulson     Michael DuRee
President      President
California Professional Firefighters   California Fire Chiefs Association 
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August 2016

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As firefighters, we are part of a larger family, united in service. We work side-by-side with our brother and sister firefighters. And when one of 
us falls in the line of duty, every firefighter mourns the loss.  

In California, this spirit of duty, honor and sacrifice is embodied in the California Firefighters Memorial in Sacramento. There, in October 
of each year, our profession gathers in a tribute to our fallen brothers and sisters at the annual California Firefighters Memorial 
Ceremony. The Memorial and the Memorial Ceremony are funded by the California Fire Foundation. 

For those of us who have participated, the California Firefighters Memorial Ceremony is more than an event. It is a part of our sacred 
responsibility to “never forget” those who have given their all, and give comfort to the families they leave behind. It is also an annual reminder 
of the hazards of our profession, and the need for vigilance in protecting our safety and health.

This year’s Memorial Ceremony will be held on Saturday, October 15, 2016, from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm at the California 
Firefighters Memorial in Sacramento. Twenty-nine (29) names will be added to those of nearly 1,300 firefighters who have fallen in 
the line of duty since California became a state.  As representatives of both rank-and-file and fire management, we believe it is important 
that every California firefighter have the opportunity to participate in this event.

• Attend the California Firefighters Memorial: All fire departments and local firefighter unions are asked to mobilize available off-
duty personnel and equipment to attend the Memorial Ceremony and participate in the Uniformed Firefighters Procession. All personnel 
are asked to come in Class A dress uniform to be part of the Uniformed Firefighters Procession. Equipment will be staged along the 
procession route. Full information on the ceremony can be found at memorial.cafirefoundation.org.   

• Firefighters Memorial Safety Stand-Down. In conjunction with the California Office of Emergency Services, we are urging 
all firefighters unable to attend in person to participate in a “Stand Down” on October 15th from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm to view the 
Memorial. The ceremony will be made available via a live web cast through Cal-OES and the California Fire Foundation, enabling even 
those on the fire lines and in their stations to be a part of honoring our fallen. Webcast details and further information on the Safety 
Stand Down will be available soon via email and at memorial.cafirefoundation.org. 

The California Firefighters Memorial Ceremony has been a touchstone for our profession for more than a decade. We believe every California 
firefighter should have the opportunity to be a part of this annual tribute – in person, if possible or online when duty calls. 

Please join us in helping to make this tribute worthy of those we honor, and memorable for the families that have given so much. 

Fraternally,

Lou Paulson      Tracey M. Hansen
President, California Professional Firefighters   President, California Fire Chiefs Association

California Fire Chiefs Association
California Professional Firefighters
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE LOU PAULSON

A s firefighters, we spend 
a lot of time trying to 
get better at what we do. 
Every time we answer 
a call, we spend time 

reviewing the events … hoping to learn 
from the experience. We train a whole lot 
before we even start the job, and train 
continuously throughout our careers.

Yet, with all of this training, there is 
one aspect of being a firefighter that never 
gets any easier: losing one of our own. 

When a firefighter falls in the line 
of duty, we’ve lost more than just a co-
worker. We’ve lost someone with whom 
we have stood in good times and bad. A 
part of our family. Even a part of our-
selves. In moments like these, we come 
together as a firefighter family, in grief 
but also in remembrance. 

In California, we have a place to honor 
the memories of those we have lost and 

A Legacy

those who fight on in service every day: 
the California Firefighters Memorial.

Unveiled 15 years ago, the Memorial 
is our state’s tribute to the men and 
women who have paid the ultimate price. 
Located on the grounds of the State 
Capitol, the polished limestone walls of 
the Memorial carry the names of more 
than 1,300 fallen heroes. Framing this 
solemn remembrance are larger-than-
life images of heroism and heartache.

A timeless tribute to their eternal 
sacrifice.

The dream of a California Firefighters 
Memorial was born in 1992, with leg-
islation authorizing the construction 
of the Memorial in the heart of Capitol 
Park. Another decade of effort brought 
the dream to reality in 2002, and every 
year since, we have gathered for the sol-
emn task of adding more names to its 
roll of honor.

We come together not only to gain 
strength from each other, but in hopes 
we can provide at least a measure of 
comfort to those whose sacrifice con-
tinues: the families and loved ones of 
our fallen brothers and sisters. 

I’ve spoken to enough family mem-
bers to know that, for them, the 
California Firefighters Memorial has 
an especially personal meaning. There, 
etched for eternity, is the name of their 
loved one – timeless evidence of their 
sacrifice. When I visit the Memorial, I 
often run into family members taking 
a moment to touch the name of their 
loved one. A way to connect, however 
briefly, with their memory.

This fall, another 31 names will 
be added to the Memorial at our cer-
emony on September 30, 2017. The 
evening before, we will be marking 
the Memorial’s 15th anniversary with 

a special vigil and tribute ceremony. I 
would encourage every firefighter in 
California to come to Sacramento, if 
they are able, to participate in person. 
If you can’t come in person, I’d ask you 
to join with your brothers and sisters 
around the state and stand down briefly 
that Saturday to watch the Memorial 
Ceremony online.

I have had the honor of participat-
ing in every California Firefighters 
Memorial Ceremony. I’ve comforted 
those for whom the loss is fresh, and 
I’ve shared bittersweet memories with 
our brother and sister firefighters.

Saying goodbye never gets any easier. 
But through the California Firefighters 
Memorial, we can take solace in the 
knowledge that their courage and 
dedication are a permanent part of 
California history, and that we will 
never forget them.

of Courage
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1991 1992 1994 1995

While attending the 5th 
Anniversary of the IAFF 

Memorial in Colorado Springs, 
Daniel A. Terry, then president 

of California Professional 
Firefighters, reflected upon 

the many names of California 
firefighters engraved on the 

wall. The driving vision behind 
the California Firefighters 

Memorial was born. 

In the grand tradition of 
honoring fallen colleagues, the 
Pipes and Drums of California 

Professional Firefighters 
was created to perform at 

memorial services honoring 
firefighters who have died in 

the line of duty. The band gave 
its inaugural performance 
a year later at CPF’s 37th 

convention. 

CPF-sponsored legislation (AB 
3198 by Assemblymember 

Rusty Areias) establishes the 
California Firefighters Memorial 
site on the grounds of the State 

Capitol in Sacramento. The 
legislation stipulated that the 

construction and maintenance 
of the Memorial would come 

from private funding.

On May 31, 1995, Governor 
Pete Wilson joins hundreds of 

firefighters, family members and 
friends in formally dedicating a 

site in the heart of historic Capitol 
Park. Redlands Fire Chief Mel 

Enslow, whose only son, Kenny, 
was killed while battling a wildfire 
just days after his 20th birthday, 
spoke about what the Memorial 

means to him. 

After additional legislation 
was passed, the California 

Firefighter license plate program 
was established. The program 

dedicated a portion of the 
proceeds from each California 
Firefighter license plate sale to 
the California Fire Foundation, 

CPF’s nonprofit charitable 
foundation that is the fund 

raising vehicle for the Memorial. 

CALIFORNIA FIREFIGHTERS MEMORIAL

T I M E L I N E

1994

1999
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2002 2010 2012 2016

In the grand tradition of 
honoring fallen colleagues, the 
Pipes and Drums of California 

Professional Firefighters 
was created to perform at 

memorial services honoring 
firefighters who have died in 

the line of duty. The band gave 
its inaugural performance 
a year later at CPF’s 37th 

convention. 

On April 6, 2002, more than 2,000 
uniformed California firefighters and 
members of the U.S. Forest Service 

marched in a solemn procession 
through Capitol Park for the formal 

unveiling of the California Firefighters 
Memorial. A historic day for 

California, the unveiling is attended 
by then-Governor Gray Davis, 

California’s Constitutional Officers 
and members of the Legislature.  

Gathering the evening before 
for a solemn vigil, thousands 

of firefighters, family 
members of the fallen and 
dignitaries come together 

in Capitol Park to celebrate 
the 10th Anniversary of 

the California Firefighters 
Memorial. 

To help make the dream of 
a higher education possible 

for the children of fallen 
firefighters, the California 

Fire Foundation establishes 
the California Firefighters 

Endowment , which seeks to 
raise $2 million and increase 
the award for the Daniel A. 

Terry Scholarship program to 
$10,000 per child, forever. 

To ensure that the names 
of fallen can be added to 
the California Firefighters 
Memorial Wall for decades 

to come, CPF sponsors 
Assembly Bill 1980 (Jacqui 
Irwin) which will allow the 
memorial to continue to 

properly honor those who 
fall in the line of duty. 

1999



6 SPECIAL EDITION | VOLUME 25 NO. 2 CALIFORNIA PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTERS

TRIBUTES
Over the past 15 years, the California Firefighters 
Memorial Ceremony has touched countless lives. 

For friends and family members of the fallen, 
or for the men and who who served alongside 
California’s heroes, the ceremony is a touching 
tribute to those they have lost, while the Memorial 
Wall provides a timeless place of remembrance 
that can be visited for years to come.

Below are a collection of thoughts and statements 
from only some of the men and women whose lives 
have been impacted by the solemn day.

"Building the California Firefighters Memorial is the crowning 
achievement of our profession. It reflects the courage and 
commitment of these extraordinary men and women."

- Daniel A. Terry, CPF President Emeritus 

"It’s very moving, very touching. It’s an honor for my 
family, for me for my husband to know that we’re just a 
big family I don’t know, it’s just heartwarming to be here."

 - Jessie Magallanes (Widow of Los Angeles County Firefighter       
   Hector Magallanes)

"Seeing his name on that wall, I have closure now.  I miss him 
every second, but I can touch his name.  He’s there."

 - Shelly Russell (Widow of Los Angeles County Firefighter 
   Joseph Savas)
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"Just his name being on the wall is a legacy, not only for 
my (daughters) but also our grandkids … something to 
see their grandfather was a very honorable man."

 - Jeanna Rockett (Widow of Long Beach Engineer Darren Rockett) 

"To have everyone honor my son (and) to see his name on 
that wall is incredible and bittersweet. I feel as though 
I’ve gained a whole family through this experience."

 - Judie Dechesere-Boyle (Mother of CAL Fire Apparatus 
   Engineer Alexander J. Stevenson)

"I can’t tell you how overwhelmed my wife and I and our 
daughters are with the firefighting community. With those 
big family arms, they’ve said ‘Hey Sheehys, come on in."

 - Doug Sheehy (Father of fallen US Forest Service 
   Smokejumper Luke Douglas Foster Sheehy)

"It’s such a wonderful experience to see (everyone) uniform 
honoring him. It’s so moving to come here and see from the 
top brass down to the firefighters honoring their brother."

 - Melanie Allen (Widow of fallen LA City Firefighter Glenn L Allen)

"The support of the fire family has definitely been there from 
day one without a doubt.  Especially with Karen’s death it’s 
kind of just carried me along with all the love and support."

 - David Shubin (Widower of fallen CAL FIRE battalion chief 
   Karen Leigh Shubin)

"Forever we can remember him and thousands of 
people are going to come and see his name and 
realize what he’s sacrificed. That means a lot to me."

 - Amy Douglas (Widow of CAL FIRE engineer/paramedic 
   Christopher Lee Douglas)
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